PPP5089/03/2013 (0

- Page 3
w Students 2015

?aculty News
- Page 8
stitute of World
Religions

Page 9
Chapel Report

BLESSED EASTER

"y E/E"I—J %zﬂ»
WGTUl_ﬂ 6).[”@5@_]536“

»

R




THE SEARCH IS OVER

In the December 2014 issue, | reported that “The Search is
On” for the new principal. Praise the Lord that the Council,
at their meeting on 11 February 2015, confirmed the
appointment of Rev Dr Philip Siew Tye Yau as the 4th Princi-
pal of STM for a term of four years, effective from 1 April

Rev Dr Philip Siew’s early theological education was in
Singapore at Trinity Theological College, followed by post-
graduate studies (Old Testament) under the South East Asia
Graduate School of Theology. Subsequently, he went on to
Fuller Theological Seminary in USA and graduated with a
PhD in Missions and Inter-cultural Studies.

Rev Dr Philip Siew has faithfully served in STM as a full-time
faculty member since July 1999. Prior to teaching full-time
in STM, he also taught part-time in 1988, 1991 and 1992.
He has held the position of Director of Post-Graduate Stud-
ies from 2002 to 2010 and Director of Advanced Ministerial
Studies from 2011 to the present. In 2004, he was also the
Acting Dean of Studies.

Besides his great interest in theological education and
ministerial formation, Rev Dr Philip Siew has vast ministe
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4th Principal of STM
Rev Dr Philip Siew Tye Yau
a term of four years,
effective from
1 April 201§.

The Installation Service
6 May 2015 (Wednesday)
at 12:00 noon
at the STM Campus.
Please come and celebrate
the occasion with us.

rial, ecclesiastical and missional experiences from his 32
years of ministry in the Chinese Annual Conference of The
Methodist Church in Malaysia.

Please support and pray wholeheartedly for Rev Dr Philip
Siew as he takes on the new responsibilities to lead STM
forward in these exciting and challenging times.
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CONGRATULATIONS #i%3

Heartiest Congratulations to Datuk Ng Wee Yiew, a member of STM Endow-
ment-Trust Committee, on being awarded the Darjah Indera Mahkota Pahang
(DIMP) by the Sultan of Pahang Sultan Ahmad Shah and the Kesatria Mangku
Negara (KMN) by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Abdul Halim Mu’adzam
Shah in 2014.
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Master of Divinity

1. James Ong Joo Ern

2. Koo Chia En

3. Low Jia Shen XIZR &%
4. Ng Wei Loon {4548
5. Peh Kai Suan

6. Ser Zee Chun & &:&
7. Yap Huey Sim FE5fi%

Master of Christian Studies
1. Lee Wee Wah

Bachelor of Divinity

. Allecia Ho Moon Yi

. Avean Elvin

. David Teh Thian Oon ¥ K&

. Jackeline a/p James David

. Ralpheal Reuben anak Bonnie
. Roland Noel Brooke anak Noel
. Stanley Kiew

. Tan Yan Ru

. Timothy Raj a/l Victor Davaraj
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“Congratulations
to our
New Students
of 2015!
Welcome
toan
adventurous
journey of
discovery,
learning,
and
transformation.”

Rev Dr Ezra Kok
Principal

Bachelor of Theology/
Bachelor of Divinity

1. Benammie anak John
2. Chew Foo Sing B &4
3. Ding Sing Hui

Bachelor of Theology

1. Kong Teck Soon 7L/
2. Leslie anak Keyu

3. Yang Wan Shin #7BE &
4. Yap Zhen Ern Mt 2

Diploma of Christian Ministry/
Bachelor of Theology

1. Billy Quick

2. Low Chee Kwang T 755

3. Thum Kim Kiang iE$5#£

4. Ting Ming Wen [FRBASZ

5. Yip Kwai Ping PH4£5E

Diploma of Christian Ministry/
Diploma of Theology
1. Tay Lee Lee



Front Row (from left to right):

Mohan Raj
(Food committee chairperson)

Terry Lau Shue Chien Xl Z2i3k
(Secretary)

Joel Zechariah
(Sports committee chairperson)

Ser Zee Chun TREZ
(1st year representative)

Peter Ling Chee Keong &8
(President)

N

Standing Row (From left to right):

Dorothy Ng Hee Wen Z1§isE Joshua Liew Shoon Fong Kebin Suur
(2nd year representative) (3rd year representative) (Graduation Dinner committee

: : chairperson)
Dorcas Yeat Ling Kiang H-HAZ= Jeremy Lim Wei Huan #AR(EE
(Treasurer) (Social committee chairperson) Tan Yu Yong

(Maintenance committee chairperson)

Chia Li Foon Rohendra Rao
(Worship committee chairperson) (4th year representative)

CONDOLONCES

We are sorry for your loss!

We would like to convey our condolonces
to our alumni, Archdeacon Edward John
(BTh, 1984) and family for the passing of

his daughter on 1 October 2014.

We would like to convey our T
condolonces to the family of the late e
Rev. Canon Emeritus Luke Ooion his

passing on 18 October 2014.

Our condolences to our 4th year studen
Alec Ling Sow Wan and family

on the passing of his mother-in-law :
on the 19 January 2015. :

We would like to convey our condolonces
to our Faculty, Dr Elaine Goh (DTheo_l_,--‘.f'.;
2013) and family for the passing of her

mother on 15 February 2015

We would like to convey our
condolonces to our alumni, May. Ohg‘f B
Teng (MDiv,2011) and family for th

passing of her father on 9 March 2015




Freshies Night &4

Hosted by emcees Raymond and Chea
Jing, the night began with the first year
students and guest lecturer, Dr Rosanne
Swanson introducing themselves.

Amongst the attendees were the group
from Isaiah school and families of lectur-
ers and students. After a session of ice
breaking; as the newest member of the
faculty, Rev Dr Sivin Kit, accompanied by
his daughter, performed a rendition of
'Beautiful, Jesus is Beautiful' in Norwe-
gian.

Following that, the fourth years acted
out life as per norm in STM; of teh tarik
fellowship and FOOTBALLLL!! - the fun
of communal living. The third years
presented a skit on the importance of
answering God's call and that leaving

E 2R

12 February 2015 2015%2812H

Reported by: Allecia Ho (1st Year)

President of student body, Peter Ling
then demonstrated his skills in 'predic-
tion magic' with a few volunteers from
the crowd. Continuing in the spirit of
laughter and good cheer, the second
years did a 'wayang kulit' style presenta-
tion impersonating 2014 happenings;
ending it with praise dance.

The ball was then passed back to the
first years, performing a dance and
acting out a short Calvary scene to the
song, 'How Great is Our God'. Following
the tradition of STM, senior students
gave gifts to welcome the first years.
Isaiah school students participated in
the festivities by presenting 2 songs
which won them Best Performance,

ending the night on a high note. Canon
Steven Abbarow closed in prayer.

the things of the world behind is not

easy.
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STM Sunday:
Thank you for having us!
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e 21 January: 8 March: -
- Sunway Damansara Anglican Church Subang Ja'ya Chinese
English and Chinese services Methodist Church
- Rev Dr Ezra Kok - Rev Dr Ezra Kok
21 January: : 8 March: :
~ Bayu Perdana Chinese Methodist sungai Rambai Chinese
- Rev Dr Wong Tik Wah - Rev Dr Wong Tik Wah
23 January ke March:
5 Malacca Presbyterian Church Varsity Gospel Centre, PJ
- - Rev Tee Heng Peng RevTee Heng Peng
; e 8 February: : 21 M_arch: :
Steven Kajang Chinese Methodist Church Bukit Mertajam Chinese
3 ) 2 - Dr Elaine Goh Methodist Churvh
- Rev Dr Wong Tik Wah
1 March:
St. Paul's Anglican Church, PJ 22 March:
Rev Canon Steven Abbarow Kajang LCM Church
‘ - Rev Canon Steven Abbarow

Rev Dr Sivin Kit

4 January: Moderator for IWR/STM-LCM public lecture on "Prophetic Witness and
Public Discourse in Contemporary Societies" at Luther Centre, PJ.

24 January: Speaker and Moderator for University of Agder's "Religions in Asia"
Malaysian Course at Menara Wesley, KL.

31 January: Moderator for IWR-CCM Seminar on "Violence in the Abrahamic
Religions" at CCM Ecumenical Centre, PJ.

9 March: Respondent for STM 2nd Biblical Seminar on "the Bible and Aliens and
Sojourners" at STM, Seremban.

23 March: Moderator for IWR-LCM Seminar on ""Keeping the Faith: The Christians
of the Middle East" at Luther Centre, PJ.

Rev Dr Ezra Kok
27-30 March: ATESEA Board of Governors meeting in Manila.
1 April onwards serving half-time as the Associate Dean of ATU (formerly

SEAGST) HeAT-Z< B3 Lt 225 FU B th R 35 5% 4.

Rev Dr Anthony Loke

31 January: Talked on 'Violence and Holy War in the Old Testament (OT)and
New Testament' at Institute of World Religions (IWR) Seminar at CCM PJ.

28 February: Conducted Seminar on 'OT Survey' at Ignite Community Centre,
Serdang.

9 March: Coordinated the Second Biblical Studies Seminar in STM.

14 March: Conducted Seminar on 'Book of Haggai' at FGA KL.

Rev Dr Wong Tik Wah

3 January: Seminar on "Methodist Discipline and Serving in Local Church"
at KL Cantonese Methodist Church.

19-21 January: Prayer United Annual Retreat at Port Dickson Methodist

Dr Elaine Goh
Centre. _ o Rev Dr Philip Siew 4 February: Taught on Wisdom Literature for MTh Modular.
iﬂl'zé January: Methodist General Conference Prayer Ministry Team 24 January: Conducted Evangelism Training Seminar at Ulu Tiram CMC. 9 March: Responded to a paper on STM’s 2nd Biblical Studies Seminar.
eeting.

25-27 March: Preached at the Prayer Conference of Sarawak |ban Annual
Conference held in Kuching. r ey
28-31 March: Preached and led seminars at the MY Team Camp for people ~ O
called into ministry organized by CAC Youth Board held at STM campus.

Pastor Jimmy Chong

26 January: Seminar on "Calvin’s Theology" at Presbyterian Training Rev Dr & Mrs Ezra Kok for be

Institute. grandparents for the first tim _
15 February: FWHFEEHHE: “HAFESHRMAMT? ” i & Rev Dr Ong Meng Chai grandson Jothan Hoo Eﬁ'— »
o SRR | |

13-16 March: Preached at Camp of SIB Kuching Evangelical Church. was born on the 22 Decembe




Institute of World
Religions

Towards understanding and trans-
forming society.

Since 2007, the Institute of World
Religions (IWR) under the leadership
of the first director Rev Dr Solomon
Rajah, and later the second director
Rev Dr Joseph Komar, sought to
encourage Christians not only to
understand Malaysia’s multi-cultural
and multi-religious aspects, but also
to engage society in constructive
ways.

Early public lectures in 2008 touched
on issues such as Civilizational Islam,
Conversion and Apostasy, the state of
the Malaysian judiciary, Constitutional
reform, and other issues of public
concern.

In 2015, Rev Dr
Sivin Kit
became  the
third director
of IWR. Since
taking over
the leadership
of IWR, a series
of public
lectures and
workshops
were  organ-
ised in collabo-
ration with

churches and other organisations.
These collaborations reflect our
renewed focus towards understand-
ing the current Malaysian reality and
support for Christian participation in
transformative actions.

By now, although earlier themes
continue to be important, the experi-
ence of Malaysians through two
significant general elections in 2008
and 2013 has heightened the social
and public consciousness of citizens
in general. Furthermore, the debates
over religious controversies and
ethno-religious issues, especially
under new media conditions, have
intensified in the public sphere.

8

On 4 January 2015, Bishop Prof.
Bedford-Strohm, a German public
theologian spoke on “Prophetic
Witness and Public Discourse in
contemporary societies” at Luther
Centre, PJ. CCM General Secretary Rev
Dr Hermen Shastri then responded
with reflections how Malaysians strug-
gle to make their voice heard in recent
years. The event was well attended
with more than 80 participants. In
response to questions from the audi-
ence, the speakers further highlighted
the challenge of balancing speaking
truth to power with engaging in
dialogue with those who pursue the
common good.

A workshop on “Violence in Abraham-
ic Religions” was held at the CCM
Ecumenical Centre on 31 January
2015. Both Rev Dr Anthony Loke and
Dr Patricia Martinez showed how

religious resources may be used or
abused in specific socio—historical
circumstances. Dr Loke walked the 70
plus participants through difficult
themes of violence and war in the Book
of Judges and key Old Testament narra-
tives such as Abraham’s Sacrifice of
Isaac; for her session, Dr Martinez raised
a key question, “Whose Jihad?” Both
ably approached their respective topics
based on solid scholarship with rigour,
respect, and a close contextual sensitivi-
ty to the Malaysian scenario.

A sample of the talks from both events
have been uploaded up on the internet
accessible through the following links:
https://soundcloud.com/stm1979/150104-001a

https://soundcloud.com/stm1979/violence-and-ho-
ly-war-in-the-ot-nt-by-rev-dr-anthony-loke

On 14 March 2015, IWR supported an
initiative  organised by Citizens’
Network for a Better Malaysia
(CNBM) where Rev Dr Joseph Komar
(STM) discussed “the Divine Order for
Ethnic Diversity”. Other resource
persons for the event were Dr Deni-
son Jayasooria and Dr Helen Ting,
both from Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia (UKM).

In the wake of current concerns over
the plight of Christians in the Middle
East, the IWR also organised a special
public lecture “Keeping the Faith” on
23 March 2015 with Prof. Mark Swan-
son from the Centre for Chris-
tian-Muslim Engagement for Peace
and Justice, Lutheran School of Theol-
ogy at Chicago. Former Secretary
General Eugene Yapp drew inspiration
from the lecture to reflect on what
“keeping the faith” means in Malaysia

Since the
beginning of
2015, encour-
aging  signs
for IWR were

B Church
| leaders for its
" work, but
also interest
shown from
concerned
Christians,
and financial support from churches
such as Mega Methodist Church.

We recognise there is still more
research that is needed to understand
the complexities of race and religion
in our contemporary society. We are
also committed to support greater
public awareness on shared concerns
affecting religious minorities.

Above all, we aim to encourage all
Malaysians from different religions
(and those who are non-religious) to
reflect on the role of religions for the
common good.

Reported by: Rev Dr Sivin Kit
Director of IWR
sivinkit@stm2.edu.my
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This year on 12 February 2015, we commemorated the
100th anniversary of the passing of Fanny Crosby
(1820-1915) — a prolific Christian hymn writer. She wrote
more that 800 hymns in her lifetime, they include Blessed
Assurance, To God be the Glory, Praise Him Praise Him,
Thou My Everlasting Portion, Jesus, Keep Me near the
Cross, | am Thine, O Lord. Furthermore, on 26 February
we celebrated a thanksgiving service. We took the oppor-
tunity of the Chinese New Year season to remember and
appreciate God'’s gracious work in our community. On that
day, we collected a special thanksgiving offering to support
some ministries of churches and Christian organizations.
The first semester prayer and fasting day was held on 12
March. On that day, all the faculty members and students
were united before God interceding on behalf of our
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beloved nation. May God'’s righteousness and love be man-
ifested in our country.

For every Friday service this year, we have arranged for new
students to share about their calling to ministry. On one
hand, the wider STM community can know the new
students better and support them in prayer and in practical
ways; on the other hand, new students can be affirmed in
their calling as they share about their motivations for
ministry. We hope that during these times of corporate
worship in STM, despite our the demands of our studies
and busy schedules, we can be reminded to fix our gaze on
God, trust in him and serve him.

Report by: Pastor Law Choon Sii
Chapel Warden
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TEE: THE GOSPEL
ACCORDING TO

It was announced on STM website
well ahead of the closing date, that
“the class is full and enrolment is now
closed!" The module Interpreting New
Testament (Mark) was held over two
weekends in Jan 2015 and it was
packed with 42 enthusiastic students,
led by the spirited lecturer Rev Dr Lim
Kar Yong. During the first weekend,
Rev Dr Lim repeatedly urged the
students to read the entire Gospel of
Mark in one sitting, rather than a
chapter per day. By doing so, we had a
good grasp of the message and life of

= 5e]

Lecturer: Rev Dr Lim Kar Yong

Jesus as written in the Gospel of
Mark.This gospel may be the shortest
of the four gospels, however it is an
action-packed gospel displaying the
powerful ministry of Jesus. Through-
out the two weekends, Rev Dr Lim
traveled with us (with two large maps)
the journey that Jesus walked through
as depicted in the Gospel of Mark. The
lecturer challenged us to imagine
ourselves there with Jesus, and asked
us how would we respond to each
troublesome event. He also explained
to us Biblical themes and historical

IB(2%& STM Retreat

meanings of each text. Now we have a
better grasp of the land that Jesus
hadwalked and His-story has come
alive.

We were also taught to appreciate the
distinctiveness of the Gospel of Mark
in comparison with the other Gospels.
In particular, he highlighted that we
should not attempt to harmonize the
four gospels. The two weekends were
indeed enlightening, educative as well
as entertaining!

Reported by: Yvonne Foo
(MCS program: English TEE student)
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Similar to previous years, we began our new academic year with a two day
retreat. This year the retreat theme was “Preparing for Ministry in a Turbulent
World” We were honored that the recently retired principal of the Divinity
School of Chung Chi College, Chinese University of Hong Kong, Professor Rev Dr
Lo Lung-Kwong served as our keynote speaker. Through four messages, Rev Dr Lo
10 reminded and inspired us to consider these themes: No matter in which phase

invited us to respond to (John
21:15-19); as the Father has sent
Jesus into the world, likewise
Jesus also sends us into the
world (John 17:13-19); in the
midst of the storm, we continue
to trust in God (Mark 4:35-41);
to be a disciple of Jesus, we must
follow Jesus till the end --
regardless how much it might
cost us (Luke 14:25-33). Finally,
the retreat concluded with
worship and Holy Communion.
The faculty and student body
together renewed our covenant
before God, that we will contin-
ue to depend on God in the
coming New Year, to live out our
identity and responsibility as
people in covenant with our
gracious God.



Bahasa Malaysia TEE

Lecturer: Dr Loh Kim Cheng

Report by: Ms Ho Gaik Kim (Director of BM TEE)
gaikkim@stm.edu.my

A course on “Inductive Bible Study” was held at PJ CTEE (6-8 and 13-15 February) and in Kampar (27 Feb -1 March and 6-8
March) this year. Dr. Loh Kim Cheng helped the students who attended to delve more deeply into Scripture and to learn
some helpful skills in Bible interpretation. There were a number of new students at both centres and we hope that many
more will take the opportunity to be equipped. The following courses will be conducted in the next few months:

Seremban (14-17 April)
“Kajian Kitab Perjanjian Baru: Markus
by Rev. Kelvin Jawa

PJ CTEE (5-7 and 12-14 June 2015) Kampar (3-5 and 10-12 July)
“Asas Pendidikan Kristian” “Doktrin Kristian Asas”
by Ms. Patricia Galidau . by Ms. Ho Gaik Kim

KAMPAR PETALING JAYA

The Second Biblical Studies Seminar (BSS) was held on the 9th March 2015 in STM. This year's theme
was on 'The Bible and Aliens and Sojourners.' Three papers were presented by Dr Christopher Chong
(from the sociological perspective); Dr Ezra Kok (from the biblical perspective); and Mr Eugene Yapp
(from the human rights perspective). The three respondents were respectively Dr Sivin Kit; Pastor Victor

Lee; and Dr Elaine Goh. A total of 42 persons came for the seminar. Those who attended found the topic
relevant and audience participation was lively and extemporaneous.

Report By: Rev Dr Anthony Loke
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