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Arise and Go |

Rev Dr Ezra Kok

Principal's Message

A reflection on the challenges facing theological education in South East Asia

From 5-17 November 2006, | participated in the accreditation of some theolegical seminaries in Indonesia within the
ATESEA netwark. Accreditation visits to the various schools are organised by the ATESEA headquarters. Teams
are sent to assess the seminaries critically, evaluate the training and administration, and make proposals for future

Odeuelopmerlt. Al the end of the visits, various reports are discussed thoroughly by the Accreditation Commission and
submitted to the ATESEA Executive Commitlee for adoption. The academic ;ﬁmgmmme of schools meating the
basic reguirements will then be accredited, although some are given notations for further improvement.

As a member of the ATESEA Accreditation Commission, | have had the grivilege of visiting 2 number of theoclogical
seminaries in the ASEAN region. In the course of these visits, | have witnessed some very exciling developments,
as well as depressing situations, Some schools advance by leaps and bounds, while others struggle lo survive.
There are several factors | observed that are vital for the progress and development of theological education in the
countries of the region:

The standard of national education. Il is important that basic critical reading, writing and thinking skills are part and
parcel of secondary and university education. If insufficient attention is given to these vital leaming skills, the
seminary must then invest time and effort to cultivate and develop these skills during the first two years of the
sludenis’ theclogical training.

The sconomy and politics of the nation. If a country is progressing well in investment and develapment, then jts
-~ people can live peacefully, earn a reasonable living and invest in the future. Similarly, under such favourable
)conditions. churches and Chnstians will have the resources to support theological education.

The stewardship of churches. In order for seminaries o carry out their enormous God-given tasks and for theological
education lo progress well, local churches must emphasise biblical stewardship and generous giving among their
own members. We noted that some seminaries had become over-dependent on external support; this is unhealthy.

The spiritual state of local Christian believers. It is crucial that churches give priority to discipleship-training and
nurturing so that those whom they send for pastoral training are spirltually mature. If churches are spiritually weak, it
Is unrealistic to then expect good quality seminarians.

The management of the seminaries. Some schools are stagnant because of weak leadership and financial
mismanagement. Visionary leaders can play important roles in providing strong leadership and competent
management, and earn the confidence of donors by being accountable and transparent.

Proficiency in English. Last, but not least, a good command of the English language is necessary because many
good academic resources are published in English, Proficiency in the language is also needed in order for theological
education in Asia to progress and for Aslan scholars to be invalved in international discussions.

| hiope these factors will give us a broader understanding of the challenges of theological education in South East
Asia. Pray thal our seminaries will truly develop and progress for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ!
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STM Commissioning Service

By Ms Ho Gaik Kim

The Commissioning Service on 20 October 2006 was a simple and
meaningful affair. While it is usually 8 community affair, we were
glad to be able to celebrate this special occasion with some family
members of the graduating students. Rev. Dr. Ezra Kok reminded
those graduating not only of the importance of keeping watch aver
their own lives, bul also of those who have been entrusted to their
care. The community prayed for God's blessing of joy and continued
guidance upon their lives. It was with both a sense of joy and
sadness that we sent them off with our love and prayers.
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STM 24th Graduation Service

By Ms Ho Gaik Kim

On 21 October 2006, STM celebrated its 24th Graduation Service, usually the

highlight for graduating students, their families and friends. It _

was a celebration of God's goodness and faithfulness, and acall to |

always, "Declare His Glory", which was the theme of this year's
graduation. The Rt. Rev. Chua Hua Peng shared from Romans
12:1-8 and exhorted the graduating students lo work together with
the whele church in order to accomplish God's purposes for His
people. It was cerfainly a relevant message because they were
from various denominational and cultural backgrounds, and would

be serving God in different capacities.

' New Lecturer %riJfyi

! We welcome Mr. Lim Kar Yong, who joins us as a full-time §
faculty member with effect from January 2007. A member |
)of Petaling Jaya Evangelical Free Church, he has served fi§ k
as pari-time STM lecturer since 2000 and as an instrucior
for the Open Learning Theology & Religious Studies at the
University of Wales, Lampeter, UK. He s enabled by his many years of
- experience in the corporate sector to equip pastors and lay leaders to
be effective and relevant in the marketplace.

I

I

I

I

I

I

: Kar Yong holds a2 B. Surveying (Property Management, Hons; UTM,
r 1991}, a BA in Bible/Theology (ICI University, 1997) and a MA in New
| Testament (summa cum laude, Gordon-Conwell, 2000). He has also
’ received several awards and scholarships. In March 2007, he will
I defend his PhD thesis at the University of Wales.
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Alumni News IZ K8

Congratulations fi%

»« Rev. Lionel Gan Beng Huat (BD'05) and Rev.
Doding ak Rito Jirol (BTh'05) on their ordination
&8s Prigsts, and Mr, Victor J. Arputham(BTh'06),
Mr. Christopher Dalie (BTh'06), and Mr.
Raymond Lai Sai Wal (MDiv'06), on being made
Deacons at the recent Anglican Diccese of
West Malaysia Ordination service.
iR A Rev. Doding T4 il 5 3%
LEEF RO AL Z BB M
Victor J.Arputham.  Mr. Christopher Dalie #i
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« Pastor Chieng Yu Hoo {BTh'06) married Pastor
Grace Lee Chaai Sia (BTh'06) on 28 Oct 2006.
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Condolences ;Bfi

¢ Our deepest sympathy to the family of the Mr.
Easaw Thomas (GradDipCS'00) ang
Loh Kuan Leong (MMin'04} who ware
our heavenly Father on 12 Sep L\I\ B
and 7 December 2006 respeclive
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Faculty News

Dr Ezra Kok S3USHUR (W)

19 Aug: Speaker for CAC Manjung District “Stewards Training”, Sittawan + 25 Aug: Presented STM report at the Anglican DWM
Synod, Batu Pahat, Johor = 1 Sept: Speaker for CAC Methodist Youth Fellowship at PD, Megeri Sembilan + 22-24 Oct Speaker
for the retreat of Pioneer CMC at Sitiawan * 5-17 Nov: Attended ATESEA Accreditation visit and Annual Meeling in Indonesia -
17-30 Nov: Prezsented STM report at various Methedist Annual Conferences (TRAC, TAC, SIAC and SCAC)
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" Rev Tan Jin Huat B~ 84 '.

18-21 Aug: Parlicipated In St Gabriel’s Church Camp * 24-26 Aug: Attended Synod of Anglican Diocese of West Malaysia * &
Aug, 3 Sept, 1 & 8 Oct: Spoke at 81. Gabriel's Church on "Growing Deeper, Reaching Outward™ * 1 Sept: Spoke on the "Doctring
of the Holy Spidl" at Taman Tun Dr Ismail Gospel Centre, KL
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! Mr Allen McClymont

13 Aug, 1 & 19 Sept: Preached at 5L Andrew's Prasbyterian Church, KL + 23 & 24 Aug: Preached al Taman Midah Lutheran Mission
Conference, KL - 8 Sept: Preached at Baplist Church, Seremban = 15 Nov 2006 - 15 Oct 2007: Going on OMF Home Assignrment
in New Zealand and the United Kingdom
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1 Sept; Speaker for Adult Fellowship at KL Hokkien Church + 13 Oct Speaker for PD Presbyterian Church
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/' Rev Dr Philip Siew #8000 (+) ‘

21-23 Aug: Speaker for Bentong CMC family camp at Chefoo Methodist Centre, Cameron Highlands = 26 Aug: Speaker for the
revival meeting at KL Setapak CMC + 21 Aug-2 Sept: Speaker for Terengganu Presbyterian Church “Marriage & Family Camp” at
Dungun Resort, Terengganu * 23-24 Oct: Speaker for Batu Pahat Emtian Presbyterian Church Family Camp at Tiara Beach
Resort, Port Dickson = 28 Oct: Speaker for Revival meeting at Kuala Pilah Chinese CMC = 10 Nov: Speaker for Revival mesting
at Pangkor CMC * 11 Nowv: Speaker for evangelistic rally at Trinity CMC, Sitiawan * 12 Nov: Speaker for evangelistic meeting at
Sitiawan Simpang Lima CMC + 13-15 Nowv: Expaository preaching on Ruth al the CAC Methodist Women's Annual General
Meeting, KL - 20-23 Nov: Attended the East Asla Regional Assembly of Serving In Mission (SIM) in Kota Kinabalu + 27-30 Nov:
Speaker at A.C.T.S. {Assembly of Christian Therapeutic Services) Students’ Camp al Gundang MBS Recreation & Training
Cantre, Rawang
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Spiritual Direction, Singapore *

" Dr Vioon Ghoon Khing i 42 8 1 1

18-21 Aug: Speaker for Teluk Intan Church Group Retreal, Cameron Highlands =
Siient Retreat - 15 Oct: Preached at Taman Ujong Methodist Church, Seremban =
Healthcare Conference Seminar, Genting Highlands = 7-10 Nov: Attended "Deep Calling on Deep” Conference on Supervision in
18 Nov: Preached at Bangsar Lutheran Church, KL

1-12 & 15-18 Oct; Facilitated STM Graduands'
25-27 Oct; Speaker at the National Christian
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1-4 Aug: Altended Symposium on Christian Faith in Medan, Indonesia = 15 -17 Sept: Attended the ELCM Diocesan Assembly at
Emperar Hotel, Malacca « 22-24 & 28 Sepi-1 Oct: Taught TEE course on Religions (Kuching, Sarawak) * 24 Sept: Preached at
Trinity Methodist Church, Kuching, Sarawak + 1 Oct: Preached at Faith Methodist Church, Kuching, Sarawak « 26 Nov: Delivered
a theme talk on “Families for Christ” at the Mar Thoma Syrian Church, Seremban = 30 Nov: Attended seminar on "Clash of
Civilisations: from Myth to Reality” organised by Malaysian Strategic Research Centre (MSRC) and Keonrad Adenaugr Foundati

))U(AFJ at MNikko Hotel, Kuala Lumpur
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' August 8 B 13 KL Wesley Methodist Church &5 12 1781 5 Rev Dr Ezra Kok S iH0m (#-+)
20 Sitiawan Trinity CMC sk im = i Rev Dr Ezra Kok FE00Hoi i+
27 JB Wesley Methodist Church S 1l 6t Mr Allen McClymont
Setapak Chinese Methodist Church 3L 188202 Dr Philip Siew i G500 ()
ISEpthbe.- g g 3 Tamil Methodist Church, Ipoh ffdii 2l L8 < Rev Dr Solomon Rajah
10 Kepong CMC FiF i Rev Dr Ezra Kok JE0 R0 (it
Sentosa CMC £itgil T &4 Rev Dr Ezra Kok SR il (1§ 1)
17  Kapar CMC hidd 108 2 2 Dr Voon Choon Khing i i % i -+
October 108 8 Melaka CMC B/ X Rl AL Rev Dr Ezra Kok S0 s (1§14
15  Melawati CMC S5l 15355 Tl s <= Mr Chew Kean Kee [t &b
Pandamaran CMC HEik & 2% DB 4v4r Rev Dr Ezra Kok JEi0 4 ¢ 4D
Truth Presbyterian Church, Johor 547 T fiILili5t  Rev Tee Heng Peng ¥ 5 - #i i
22 Klang CMC 4 PEEA & Rev Dr Philip Siew iff i # ol <+
29 Sunway Damansara Anglican Centre Rewv Tan Jin Huat [4:{~ % $ i
November 11 B 12 Bentong CMC 30 4 PHE 4} £ Mr Chew Kean Kee & i 5t il
19 St Gabriel's Anglican Church Sg Besi £l fi 7% Mr Chew Kean Kee /& £t 45 I} i
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&} Chief Editor =45 * FRev Dr Ezra Kok BRI AR () o Executive Editor 3174848 = Ms No Hul Hu 288

2007 English Theological Education by Extension (TEE)
PP EOE (R

Kuching Centre

Interpreting the NT Books
Mr Lim Kar Yong
26—-2T7 Jan & 9-11Feb

Leadership & Spirituality
Dr Chew Tow Yow
16 — 22 Agril

Christian Spirituality
Dr Voon Choon Khing
14— 16 & 21 - 23 Sept

Seremban Centre/ STM

Introduction to the NT
Rev Tan Jin Huat
31 Jan-3 Feb

Major Religion in Malaysia
Dr Albert Walters
14 - 17 Mar

Biblical Interpretation

Mr Lirm Kar Yong
25— 28 April

Christian Ethics
Ms Ho Gaik Kim
19-22 Sept

KL / PJ Centre

Christian Theology |
Mr Sherman Kuek
13-15&20-22 Jan

Interpreting the NT Books

Mr Lim Kar Yong
12-14 & 19 - 21 May

Pastoral Leadership & Ministry
Dr Chew Tow Yow
16-18 & 23 - 25 June

Study on the Book of John
24 =26 Mov & 1-3 Dec
Mr Allen McClymant

Berita STM 2006 Dec = 6

Youth Ministry TEE — STM Campus

Strategic Development & Implementation of a

Youth Ministry
23 - 26 May
DOr Herbert Tan & Team

Christian Theology |
Mr Sherman Kuek
30 May - 2 June

Youth Practicum
Ms Sarah Yap - facilitator
Qict — Nov

Malaysian CARE

Certificate of Christian Ministry (Social Ministry)

Interpersonal Relationship Skills & Counselling
Principles

Mr Tan Beng Tiong & Ms Poh Siew Lin

28 Feb - 3 Mar

Supervised Practicum
Ms Sarah Yap & Ps Esther Alfrad
April = June

Introduction to the OT

Rev Wendy Ching
27 = 30 June

Introduction to the NT
Rev Tan Jin Huat
29 Aug - 1 Sept

Christian Theology | (Doctrines)
Mr Sherman Kusk
24 - 27 Oel

Biblical Interpretation
Rev Anthony Loke
5-8Dec

Mote : Venue for the KL/PJ Centre is at PJEFC (Heritage
Centre), No. 3, Jin 13/6, 46200 P.J.



i = RevDrSolomon Rajah

o} Committee Members #2554 = Ms Christabel Wong = Rev Tee Heng Pang 552144

2007 Master of Ministry Courses ¥¥chii - i1f2

Seremban Campus (English)

Leadership Mentoring IREVRRE St
Bishop Yong Chen Fah (tentative) T L L

15~ 18 Aug 7H36H
Pastoral Spirituality Sih e

Or Chew Tow Yow R R

22 - 25 Aug 7TH10-13H

Night Classes TEZfZikFE

. Christian Spirituality
) Dr Voon Choon Khing

16 Jan - 24 Apr

Every Tue 7:30pm-9:30pm
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Developmental Psychology & Personology
») (TEE Youth Ministry module) 1 — 4 November 2007

The above module was very well attended (28 persons) and from feedback given by the
students, it was well received. The team of lecturers, comprising Mdm Goh Kim Guat
(TRAC), Dr Ng Wai Sheng (HELP University College}, Annette Arulrajah (FES), Tryphena
Law (FLUC} and Loh Ling Ming (MCCC), were not only learned but had wide experience in
the components they taught, The general consensus was that the learning process was
fun', interactive and practical. During the three-and-a-haif days of classes, the students felt
that they had learned much and that their perspectives were broadened. They could see the
relevance of the course and were able to relate it to their current situations.

Ms Sarah Yap (English TEE Director)
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Staff News
RRH S

Resignation I

We would like to express
our appreciation to Ms
Milka Priya Dharshini
(Receptionist cum Office
Clerk) and Ms Ng Hui Hui
{ Communications Offi-
car), for their service to
STM. We wish them all
the best for their future
studies and ministries.
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2007 On-campus Courses #Ai ifFs
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Christian Ethics, Early Church History,
Reformation Church History

‘Rav TanJinHuut Thesis Methodology, Homiletics 1, New
Tasta mﬂn! Su invey

Mediaewval Church History, Modern Church
Hmiory

Hnmllahcs 2 Malaysnan Ghurl:h Hlsmry

Rev Joseph Komar Evangslism in the Pansh Crﬂu::al Rear.lmg Christian Social Ministry

& Writing

Rev Dr Solomen Rajah Tamil Ministry , Pastoral Leadership &
Ministry, Basic Christian Doctrines 1,
Jnl.rclduchnn tl:: Rﬂlrglonm

Introduction to Religions 2, Church
Management & Administration, Basic
EhrlstLari Do:‘rnnﬂs 2

Dr Va-nn Ghonn Khing Christian Spirituality, E\as:c Paslmal
Counselhng

Mruml{ar:mm 1 cnrm!h.a =

WEhﬁhﬁn Kuek F‘neumalﬂlﬂgy E. Anmrunalngy

Dr Herbert Tan Introduction to Christian Education

Advanced Pasloral Gounsellrng
Dlscernment Spmlual:h,r

1n1rudu:hu:|-n lu New Tnstamenf

Ecclesmiagy & Eschatnlngy

Historical & Philosophical Fnundﬂhuns in
Chrlsllan Educatum Mult Mmlstry

Mr Christopher Cheah Introduction to Theology & the Doctrine of Edu-l:atlnn Chrlstulog}r, .ﬁSial'l Theulogles

God
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Dr K.uh Yee ‘u'un Dld Testament Sun.le;r
Rﬂ\l‘ Wotfgaﬁg thurgy & Wurshlp
Grieninger

Introduction to Old Testament

Mr Chan I::Imung F'ang Elementary Gres

Dr Ghaw Tm'u' Ym\r Spmlual Warlar'e —
Elr NHh&ﬂI Jabuur Islam & Ccmtamporary Sc:u:t&ty —
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