Abstract ii

Abstract.

During 1949 and 1950 the Communist movement in China extended its control from certain
peripheral zones of China to the entire country. Though it was uncertain at first what their
attitude towards churches and missionary societies would be, during 1950 it became clear
that the new government would use the Chinese Churches to persuade the missionaries to

leave.

The China Inland Mission was the largest missionary society in China, often with weil over
1000 members plus families. It served nowhere else. It was the first to penetrate beyond
China’s’ eastern sea-ports and its founder had served in China since well before its formal
institution as the CIM in 1865.

The CIM was very self-contained with its own 100% in-house management: bank, network. of
guest centres, children’s schools, language schools, and missionaries espoused local :
lifestyles. Even the few denominational churches which the CIM planted were entirely within
the CIM’s ambit rather than relating to like-minded churches outside of the CIM's areas of
work. Some of the CIM’'s members were said to be “more Chinese than the Chinese.”

While the CIM at first planned to sit-out the Communist pressures — as they had done befqré'
during civil instability and had even evacuated temporarily towards the coast, the '
Government's more devious pressures meant that by early 1951 the entire Mission had to

plan an immediate and total withdrawal.

Conferences at Kalorama, near Melbourne and Bournemouth in England, were the twin foci of
the decision to redeploy the Mission in East Asia. Henceforth it would be known in Asia,
though not yet in the homelands as Overseas Missionary Fellowship, or:simply OMF.
Although there was ambivalence among some leaders about serving elsewhere than where
the founder had aimed, invitations from Overseas Chinese across Sou'iheast Asia greeted the
survey teams who visited the various countries and the Mission's Directors resolved to serve

with them.






