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ABSTRACT

A Christian has to be continuouslyexposed to the God's Words. In the absenceor

inability to hear these words from other sources,personalBible reading becomesan

important discipline of Christian life. Personal Bible Reading surveys among

Christianselsewhere in the world showed a decliningtrend. It was difficultto know

e situationamong Tamil Methodist Churchmembersas such research was lacking

or has not been done. This thesis then investigatespersonal Bible reading habits

amongTamilMethodistChurchmembersin Malaysiaand its significancewitha view

to improvingits existingstrengthand overcomingexistingweakness.

The study discussedthe set up and practicesof the TamilMethodistChurches

in Malaysia. It discussed the avenues availablefor members to know the Saipture

through regular churchprogrammes.These avenueswere foundto be inadequateand

Wlderutilised.It then discussedthe necessityof the membersto read the Bibleand the

suggestedways of reading it. Results of the study showedthat althoughthe level of

personal Bible reading habits among Tamil MethodistChurch members was much

better as comparedto other studiesin the WorId, it did reveal other useful factswith

regardsto Biblereadinghabits.

The study highlighted many areas of Bible reading were lacking in quality.

Many respondentshad not completedreadingthe wholeBible.Manyrespondentsdid

not pray before or after readingthe Bible.Neitherdid theymeditateon the wordsof

the Bibleafterreading.FamilyBible readingsessionswere alsolacking.

It is hoped that the studywould help Pastors,Churchleaders and plannersto

effectivelydissemmatethe Word to their membersby avoidingor correctingexisting

weaknesses.It is also hoped that this study will be helpfulor be the basis for more in-

depth studies and researches.
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