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The intentof this study wasto discoverthoseelementswhichpastorsand

Christian education leaders considered important in a successful non-Sunday school

children's training program. It also measured parent satisfaction with those selected

elementswithinthe context of their ownchurchchildren'sprogram. Suchinformation

could assist churches and parachurch ministries to improve existing programs or

encouragethe developmentof new materialswhichwouldprovidelocalBaptistchurches

with greater depth in training children from their church and the community at large. The

data may also assist churches in evaluating their current ministry programs and the degree

of parent satisfaction.

Many local churches have successfully supplemented their educational programs

with a varietyof children'strainingprograms. Theseparachurchresourceshaveextended

the church's reach into the community at large. There are a number of such ministries.

They have provided new avenues of training children in moral and religious values.

Baptist churches have been selected for this study. Although a wider

multi-denominational study might have its merits, it is believed that this focused study

would provide information not generally available from other sources. The study would
,

also provide a more homogenous research. Generally conservative in nature, Baptist

churches are usually more likely to be independent and individualized.
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The research was multi-staged, with Survey One being a convenience sample of

25 Baptist churches of which 17 responded. Survey Two targeted Baptist associations

identifiedas conservativeor fundamentaland havingat least 50 memberchurchesin

Michigan. Six associations met the criteria, representing a total membership of737

churches. A computerprogram,usinga simplerandomselectionmethod,allowedall 737

churchesto be eligiblefor selectionand selectedthe churchesto receivethe survey. A

statisticalsampleaffecteda net of 301 churches. Pastorsand Christianseducationleaders

responded to Using the data from the first two surveys, Survey Three focused upon

children'sprogramsnamedby 25 or morechurches. AwanaClubsInternationalwas the

onlyprogramused by at least25 churches. SurveyThreewas essentiallya satisfaction

measurementdirectedtowardparents. Fivesurveys,mailedto each of the 61churches,

were distributed to families whose children were part of the training program. Net results

represented 59 churches with a total of 294 surveys with 166 responses returned.

The primary research question was, "What elements are considered important by

local Baptist pastors or Christian education leaders in non-Sunday school children's

training programs." The purpose of the study was to evaluate a series of pre-selected

elements in four categories: administration, operation, content, and flexibility. A

secondary question asked parents, "Are you satisfied with your children's ministry in

achieving those important elements?"

Reponses from pastors in the first two surveys were generally similar, though

therewere some areasof disgreement,especiallywithBible translations. Pastors

respondedthat a largenumberof elements,primarilyin the contentcategorywereless




