ABSTRACT

This study 1dentifics vanious factors involved in the diffusion of Christianity and
tirc growth and expansion of the church among the urban Chinese diaspora in the greater
kuala Lumpur metropoliian area (K1) of Malaysia. Specifically, the research is designad
to determine whether principles and theories related to the diffusion of innovations could
snform or help explain the diffusion of Christianity and growth of the church. The study
1s further informed by insights, principles, and theories from literature related to other
areas of siudy including Chinese religion and culture, religious conversion studies,
church growth, urban mimistry, and missiology. In addition to an extensive examination
of literature related to the history of the diffusion of Christianity in Malaysia, case studies
were developed on nine growing churches from a variety of denominational and non-
denominational backgrounds in the KL arca with particular focus on the period 1950-
2001. In addition, personal mterviews were conducted with 76 first-generation Chinese
converts to Christianity in order to obtain further insights into faciors involved in their
choice to embrace the Christian faith. This research reveals that numerous movements,
events, and factors have been involved in the djffﬁsion of Christianmity and the growth of
the church in the Malaysian context in recent decades. And, although the diffusion of
Christtanity, religious cﬁ;wersjcrn, and the growth and expansion éf the church are
ultimately the work G'F the Holy Spirit, this study demonstrates that _i'nsig!jj._s and methods
used to study how other innovations have spread within a given society are usetul in
studying the diffusion of Christianity and the growth of the church among the urban
Chinese diaspora in KL, as well as E’hmplcmantm}f to other fields of study including

church growth theory, religions conversion studies, urban ministry, and missiology.
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