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How do you wish to be remembered? The
Gospels of Matthew and Mark recorded a
remarkable comment of Jesus for a woman. This
woman came weeping as she offered her
expensive ointment to prepare Jesus for his
burial. Against the criticism of the people
around, Jesus proclaimed that she would be
remembered wherever the message of the gospel
is preached. To this day, she has been
remembered for her generous, devoted, and
beautiful tribute to the salvific act of God
through the sacrifice of His Son.

More than 40 years in ministry, there are
definitely many heroes of STM to be
remembered. First of all, the Principals, faculty
and staff members; the Presidents and members
of the Council over the years had built up a firm
foundation for the ministry of theological
education in STM. Over a thousand STM alumni
stood as a strong supporting front of STM—
these are those who had dedicated their lives to
serve the Lord in various parts of Malaysia and
other parts of the world. Not forgetting the
hundreds of faithful STM Friends and Partners
who constantly and generously offer their
assistance in the form of prayers and funds.
Certainly, and God knows, there are many more
unsung heroes in the background who supported
STM in various ways. The selfless and, often,
silent devotion of all these people had greatly
encouraged and eased the work of my team and I
in our efforts to maintain and further develop
STM ministry. On behalf of my team in STM, I
salute all of you for your partnership in
Surely, God
contributions and remembers your kindness and

ministry. honors all your

labors.

More than 2000 years after the above-mentioned
meeting between the woman and Jesus, there are
definitely many others, like this woman, who
are remembered in the heart of God. And God
will continue to “remember” all of them who
aspire to offer themselves as living sacrifices to
God in their respective ministry. Like the
woman, and like the many heroes of faith over
the years, let us give our hearts to God and
commit the best of our lives to Him, for He will
certainly remember us as we continue to serve
Him in the ministry of the gospel of Jesus
Christ.




% & 8 3

KRR L

9

A B A TRILAR? BT 25 A G KAeF
T T IRt T —la e ANHBR T, X4z
AR EE XA ERITIA T ERE A
IRSRF N 2 AT, &R B AT
T Az AIA 237, BRERIpE LA
Vet 2 e P21 Z R/, XA N
T @A e & T BAEANAE A BB Rk 9 Fr
AR S LT AL, ik, XRALMEE,
B, EAMABRBHALL,

it TAOZFRF, HGREBFFELR
AT S AL NER, B, 5FUARY
K. TSR, AR SFURNEFK
EZ3FRHAR, WML AHHF LN FHE
FIAEKNRF LR THEGEE, RUT
TR AR A F L R B R AE—X
BRABCRK LEFRG LT HEREHR
FEMNHF IRE, H, THLESIMER
Bk AF b HAR BB 188K 554 X de B AP
Fh., BLEF, TrlTAHARHLLE
BRAERGE S BXKAFFR, TEANS
K, BBABRIRF, F4HA i) B R
XOISHE, RAMAELENERRAFEAF
AR s, WA, BEREAF L E
EX @ EMBAL, BREREMNARF L
RUIFHERE, RREATRENGT
&, FFILFEMNAFFETR LHEREE
I,

B VLEAEA L TR F B 5 4

= Fas =

%, bRUEH LEARX T A—HRAPITA
LA, R, ATA%E “A” FTA
AEARFRirsEeh Cak LA HER
A, iLRMNEEAREIAFZ G HFAE
REAESEMg, RN Sied 47T
GGA R LAY, L RMNBESE LIRKE BT
HF L EIRFAGRAE, bt &A,

RELLFRMN, £XZXTF, &
Wl L X BE, WRE
P T APTAES, R ARA,
(T 14: 9; % 26. 13)




f
A — “-—'-

'h.

Mes _] Dﬂ?‘l Pengetu“a';-
&

sebar ﬁl serata
18, telah "dilakuka

11 "akan dlklsa n

kena igan kepadanya.

Bagaimanakah anda ingin diingati dalam
kenangan? Kitab Injil Matius dan Markus telah
mencatatkan suatu komen Yesus yang hebat
tentang seorang wanita. Wanita ini telah datang
sambil menangis dan menawarkan minyak wangi
yang mahal sebagai  persediaan
penderitaan dan kematian Yesus. Walaupun
pelbagai kritikan telah dikatakan tentang wanita
itu, Yesus mengisytiharkan bahawa ia akan

dikisahkan di mana-mana sahaja Injil diberitakan

untuk

sebagai kenangan kepadanya. Sehingga hari ini,
masih diingati dalam kenangan
disebabkan oleh perbuatan penghormatannya
yang begitu penuh kemurahan hati, taat, dan
indah terhadap kerja penyelamatan Tuhan yang
dilaksanakan melalui pengorbanan Anak-Nya.

wanita ini

Selepas lebih daripada 40
pelayanan, mestilah ramai wira STM yang harus
diingati dalam kenangan. Pertama sekali, para
pengetua, fakulti dan anggota staf; para Presiden
dan ahli Majlis STM pada tahun-tahun terdahulu
telah menetapkan asas yang kukuh bagi STM
dalam pelayanan pendidikan teologi. Terdapat
lebih daripada

tahun dalam

seribu alumni STM yang
membentuk barisan sokongan yang kuat untuk
STM—dan mereka ini adalah golongan yang
telah menyerahkan hidup mereka untuk melayani
Tuhan di pelbagai tempat di Malaysia bahkan di
seluruh dunia.
STM Friend dan Partner yang begitu setia dan
murah hati dengan doa dan bantuan kewangan
mereka. Sesungguhnya, dan Tuhan mengetahui,

ada lagi ramai wira yang tidak didendangkan

Tidak dilupakan beratus-ratus

yang menyokong pelayanan STM di latar
belakang dengan pelbagai cara. Pengorbanan dan
pelayanan semua pihak ini yang disampaikan
secara senyap-senyap menjadi daya gerakan
kepada saya dan pasukan saya di STM dan
melancarkan usaha kami untuk mengekalkan dan
membangunkan pelayanan STM. Bagi pihak
pasukan saya di STM,
setinggi-tinggi
semua kerana sudi menjadi rakan seperjuangan

saya menyampaikan
penghormatan kepada anda

kami. Pasti sekali, Tuhan menghargai segala
sumbangan anda semua dan mengingati segala
usaha anda yang dikerjakan dengan hati yang

sejati.

Kini, 2000 lebih tahun selepas perjumpaan
wanita itu dengan Yesus, mesti juga terdapat
ramai yang lain seperti wanita ini yang diingati
dalam hati Tuhan.
mengingati
menyerahkan diri sebagai korban yang hidup
kepada Tuhan dalam pelayanan masing-masing.
Marilah kita meneladani wanita itu dan semua

Dan Tuhan akan terus

semua yang berhasrat untuk

wira iman sepanjang tahun-tahun terdahulu
untuk menyerahkan hati kita dan segala yang
terbaik dalam hidup kita kepada Tuhan. Tuhan
pasti akan

mengingati kita apabila kita

melayani-Nya dalam pelayanan Injil Yesus

Kristus sepanjang hayat kita.



Community Living in STM

The ''New Normal''
Sarib Taimoor Ashiq (First Year BTh Student)

Community life is one
thing that new students
look forward to during
their time in the seminary.
We hear tons of stories
from our seniors that have
graduated before us that,
“You will really miss the
life and the learning
experience very much once you graduate.”

whole

community

The situation took a different turn when the time
came for us to enter and tune in to the beat of
community life. Most of us could not come on
campus because of the pandemic and those who
managed to be on campus had to follow SOPs,
compliance of which greatly limited one’s
experience of community living.

With the passage of time, everyone has tried
their best to adjust to the “new normal”,
including the first-year students, who have
gotten on board with the situation. Most of us
are studying from home for the time being, but
we do spend a considerable amount of time
online with each other during Zoom classes
every day, which 1 feel has
understanding and a sense of connection with
each another.

brought

For obvious reasons, we are unable to practice
regular community life in STM, as normal
circumstances would have allowed; nevertheless,
we still feel connected to each other, as well as a
sense of community and camaraderie. This
connection is possible because of our interaction
and discussion during our online classes and
pastoral groups.

Although we are missing out on the in-person
group activities that could have enhanced the
community-living component of our learning at
STM, and the many memories that we could
have created, nonetheless, God has a better plan
for us. By His grace and mercy, we will surely
get to learn and experience all that He has
planned for us.

""An Introvert's Life During MCO'"'
Angel A/P Allakhappayee (First Year MDiv Student)

My life on STM campus is

quite busy with studies and
with God. I am a task-
orientated student and have
to complete my assignments
a month beforehand for

amendments and submission.
However, amidst study life,

community life is vital to seminary students.

As a first-year student, I have not experienced
much community living during the pandemic. In
February of the first semester, there were not
many students on campus because of the
Movement Control Order and we could not
engage much with each other due to Covid-19.
However, the students and lecturers present on
campus still managed to celebrate Chinese New
Year within the approved SOPs, and gatherings
appropriate  physical
distancing observed. In March, the number of

were limited with

students on campus increased and we were then
able to engage in permitted recreational and
community activities. I was so excited to get to
know more of the seniors as well as my
classmates. Although we did not have many
activities that enabled us to gather in-person as a
community, we could communicate with our
fellow mates and seniors by phone.

As a first-year student in an era of technology
during this pandemic, I can say that I could still
experience community living on campus. STM
has taken the necessary precautions while
ensuring that the community develops unity and
experiences community life. As an introvert, I
am glad that I can build good relationships
within the community life that STM has
established.



Pre-Covid-19 Vs

Allan Selvadas (Third Year BD Student)

The current Covid-19 pandemic has greatly
affected many in ways that has restricted us
from having gatherings, fellowship, physical
activities, as well as hindered our day-to-day
routines. These precautions have been taken in
order to curb the rise of the disease. As a
seminarian, I could not tolerate this unending
lockdown as it has pushed us into relying on
technology to socially interact with others.

Previously, before Covid-19 was a thing, we had
a super-productive community life here in
Seminari Theoloji Malaysia (STM). As a
student, I had always looked forward to my
Mondays as it was the only day I could have to
myself as the remaining days were spent trying
to chase after time, with deadlines and duties as
a responsible student on campus. Despite the
daily hassle, community gatherings such as
community lunch, campus care, and chapel
services had always brought joy to every
student’s face, including mine. Recalling such
good memories, I remember spending the
evening with my friends on the field, either
playing football, basketball or any outdoor game
that we came up with spontaneously. As a third-
year student, these memories are definitely
worth cherishing and bringing along the journey
until I retire from church ministry.

For me, “game-changer” is the right term to use
to describe the current pandemic as everything
had to be transferred online: e-meetings, e-
gatherings, e-learning, and so on. The so-called
“new norm” has indeed changed a number of
things in our lives; however, every darkness has
a light and so does this pandemic. Students, like
myself, finally had the opportunity to spend
quality time at home due to e-learning. Although
this does not apply to me as my home internet
connection is poor and I am on campus, I find it
challenging to go through each day because the
current situation in campus is not how it
previously used to be. The place where many
used to gather to eat, play and work is now left
empty, abandoned, and seems to be only visited
by rodents. This also reminds me of the movie,
“Avengers: Infinity War” where in a single snap
with the infinity stone, a crowded space
becomes completely empty.

Now

At first, the announcement that obliged us to
stay indoors was quite a relief because, as a
student who chose to stay on campus, I had the
convenience of not having to queue up early in
the morning for a shower as the bathrooms were
not as occupied as they used to be. However, as
time passed, it became quite frustrating to go
through a phase in which you cannot even
interact or socialise with anyone. Personally, I
would also prefer to have physical instead
virtual classes as it has become very challenging
to focus, keep up and to remain consistent in
learning. I honestly feel that the student’s
academic performance is also affected during
this pandemic.

Among members of the STM community,
“Koinonia” (fellowship) is crucial as Jesus has
always guided His followers to have fellowship
among themselves. Looking at the current
situation in this country, I believe it will not be
practical to have meet-ups or fellowship
gatherings until things have settled down or are
under control. Many have lost their hope in
those in authority, including myself. However, I
have not lost my hope in our Lord Jesus Christ
and am constantly praying and hoping for this
pandemic to come to an end. In other words, I
am eagerly waiting for everything to resume and
return to how it used to be before the pandemic.




How to connect in the current situation?

Frederick Bin Romzy (Third Year MDiyv Student)

The Covid-19 pandemic has changed the whole
world—we have been forced to change our
lifestyles, to be creative in learning and
teaching, make changes in the workplace,
increased the use of online shopping, and
necessitated the church to project their service
online every week. We have sometimes been
pushed to the limit. We are unable to do
anything and cannot go anywhere; we spend
most of our time at home.

This is the reality today. I miss the times when I
could go out shopping, hang out with friends,
visit a family member, and go on outings; now, I
have to limit my movements by following the
standard operating procedures (SOP). No one
ever knew that there would be a time when we
would need to scan a QR code every time we
entered any premises! Am I right?

From the middle of March 2020, all educational
institutions were encouraged to do online-based
learning; seminaries were also affected. This
was in order to reduce the risk of infection and
to ensure the safety of communities. STM had to
make the same changes as other seminaries in
the country.

All classes were conducted online. Lecturers had
to create an online education platform as a
medium of teaching and learning. Students had
to try to log in and join the virtual class
meetings. A major problem faced by many is
that of poor internet connection, which
sometimes caused problems and affected the
learning and teaching process.

In addition, the pastoral groups had to meet
online. Since some of us were at home, and
other were on campus, we had to meet virtually.
Whether we liked it or not, that was the only
option available to us, but at least, we could be
connected. We needed to be creative to interact
with one another, and we sometimes tried to
play online games in which other members of
our pastoral group could be involved.

Today, the pandemic has challenged everyone on
how to be and remain connected. We wish to
meet physically, but it is not the appropriate
time yet, and most things have to be done
online. This has made me reflect on the whole
experience. When I could not go back to my
hometown for two years due to the pandemic, it
was a hard decision for me to make, and I
missed my family a lot. Throughout that period,
my family and I were on the same journey. We
decided to meet virtually at least twice a week.
We spent time together through WhatsApp video
calls or Google Meet, which at least allowed us
to see each other. I also made phone calls to
those who were unable to meet through video.
These let my friends and family members know
that I was communicating and staying in touch
with them.

In our church setting, the pandemic has also
brought about challenges for the pastors and
their congregations. We wish to meet our
congregation physically, carry out home and
hospital visitation, pray in-person for the sick,
and many more. However, we have to limit our
movements. We do not want to cause trouble for
others. Yet, our ministry needs to continue. We
have been encouraged to conduct ministry
online. This is essential in order to keep in
contact with our congregation. As such, the
church may have online services, online prayer
meetings, online discipleship and evangelism
training, and many others. But what about those
who do not have internet access? Some churches
send out a weekly home letter so that such
persons are able to follow what is going on that
week. Alternatively, they will call members of
their congregation and do ministry through the
phone.

To sum up, many things need to be done, and we
need to be creative and innovative; this cannot
be avoided. The pandemic has taught us valuable
lessons. Are we ready to make a difference? We
need to realise that connecting is essential.
Keeping in touch with each other makes us
strong. As a word of encouragement to all, I
quote from Paul's letter to the church at
Thessalonica:  "Therefore, encourage one
another and build each other up, just as in fact
you are doing" (1 Thessalonians 5.11).

Laudate Dominum!
Fredquantar
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Centre For Missions & Evangelism
Director: Rev Dr Joseph Deva Komar

Being Church Today

Is there a plausibility of normalcy for churches today? Zoom and other online platforms are used to
overcome the inability to have physical meetings—foremost are worship, Bible study and prayer
sessions. Some have shared that they have more participants in all their Zoom meetings in
comparison to physical attendance, especially in relation to prayer and Bible study meetings. Most
churches are coping, but the fear is that when physical gatherings are resumed, attendance would be
severely affected. How will churches retain members who are presently exposed to varied online
worship gatherings, which are often greatly appreciated as a response to the current times. Being
Church today has changed; the era of digital churches is here to stay.

An important issue being raised in this era is that the pandemic has reminded the Church that
location and large expensive structures have been of little use although they continue to draw
resources from the church in terms of maintenance. Angela Craig in starting Pursuit Church Live (a
digital church) says, “God was calling [the early church] to go to people. The story, the good news,
the truth was more important than a location, and so that’s the same for us.” The Middle Ages saw
the rise of huge Gothic churches that today are just a reminder that those were good times of the
glory of the Church. The Church, with the backing of the state, had money to build huge structures
and the people to fill them; today, it has neither. Across Europe, abandoned derelict church
structures have been sold off. Location has also been the target of terrorist attacks, like what took
place on Easter Sunday 2019 in Sri Lanka, and Palm Sunday 2021 in Makassar, Indonesia. The
bombing or attack on different church premises challenges the need to see how we need to be
Church in challenging times. Questions are being raised as to whether we should invest in people
rather than brick and mortar; tents for dwelling places remind us of our temporal presence here.

The context and circumstances we are living in are definitely altering expressions of being Church.
The Church has a posture towards God and a posture towards the world. The fundamentals of faith
cannot be altered. They need to be affirmed constantly, especially in changing times like the
present. The Apostles’ Creed, or the Nicene Creed, keeps us rooted in the faith. How the Church
lives out the faith, however, can vary in form. Sitting on a mat, rug, or simply on the floor, was a
common sight for worship or study. As people’s lifestyle changed, pews or chairs replaced sitting
on the floor. There is ongoing debate whether we should allow digital forms of the Bible in church.
For some, reading from their smart phones or tablets is inappropriate, and that in church, only
reading from the printed pages of the Bible is acceptable. Printing, a product of technology, is today
being replaced with a newer expression of technology that is digital.

Are we prepared or open to see a new form of being Church?

Asia Gateway Training is offering the Master of Arts (M.A.) degree in Intercultural
Studies for those keen to work or are already in a cross-cultural setting. This is an
online programme. A minimum undergraduate degree in any field, together with a
desire to serve, are prerequisites to register for this programme.

Please contact Dr Tan Swee Bee at email: sbtan@stm2.edu.my for further details.
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Alumni Homecoming

Miss Ho Gaik Kim
5|Tn|

STM Alumni Homecoming Retreat

ORaLTMFREREODKLH

05-07/07/2021 @ Zoom

g B Sion

5

Speaker 4# #:
Bishop Emeritus Dr Robert M. Solomon

R FALE (L)

The alumni also appreciated the time with the
Principal, who shared a devotion on the first
day, and also his vision for STM. Many were
excited to hear of the developments in STM. On
the last day, there was some time for interaction
with the Principal. The alumni were thankful
that the Principal took time to be with them and
to also answer some of their questions. Thanks
and appreciation must be extended to the
outgoing EXCO who really worked hard. They
did a very good job of organizing the
Homecoming and carrying out the election of
the new EXCO, whose term will run until 2023.
The following have been elected:

President: Aaron Liu
Secretary: Kelly Oon
Treasurer: Sakthe Kumar
Worship and Prayer: Peter Ong
Committee Members:

Yap Hai Yen, Desmond Ling,
Joel Zechariah

The Alumni Homecoming this year was held
from 5-7 July. It was indeed historic because it
was held via Zoom and over a hundred alumni
registered for it. Those who came ranged from
the early batches who graduated in the 1980s to
those who graduated last year. There were quite
a number from East Malaysia and two of our
alumni who are missionaries overseas also
joined. Many of our alumni enjoyed the break-
out time where they were able to reconnect and
catch up with those from their batch. Bishop Dr
Robert Solomon shared on the theme of “Riding
the Storm”, focusing on Isaiah 50. He talked
about ministering with open ears, an instructed
tongue and a beaten back. In the closing

session, he encouraged all to hang on to the
unchanging Word of God. Many found what he
shared very helpful and practical. Some were
deeply challenged to reflect on their own
personal life and the ministry entrusted to them.

13
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“EEHIASHLSTHRHEL” F RAERERE

“Christian Arts and Church Spirituality”: Participants’ Artwork and Reflections
#3¥. FEAMN Translators: Ng Yi Yan & Le Hui Yi

AREY, BFHEIFLRAFMNAGLE, 2/
REAHHART X, Boe2BBIRY,

the
Spirituality”

“Christian

session,

During Arts and Church
Dr Lin allowed
participants to carry out their devotions freely
by combining Scripture texts with different

drawing materials and methods.

D) LAREKEFT (£12:1-8, EHHAKIF)
Mary offered perfume
(John 12:1-8, Rev Wong Miau Ling)
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This drawing is based on John 12:1-8. Rev
Wong outlined Jesus’ feet and Mary’s action
with thick lines. In order to commemorate the
beautiful work Mary did for Jesus, Rev Wong
seemed to intentionally capture the slow motion
of Mary pouring the perfume onto the feet of
Jesus and wiping them with her hair.




2) AAMITEIARSE (FT14.26, HRBAIF)
Jesus, the Lamb who was Slain
(Mark 14:26, Rev Chay Wing Leong)
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This painting by Rev Chay is a reflection on
“Jesus at Gethsemane”, the first station of The
Stations of the Cross. He pictures Jesus as the
Lamb the
determination of Jesus to sacrifice his life and to
give it up for all humankind. The globe and
masks on the dark side of the painting express
people’s hypocrisy and rejection of Jesus’ love
by betraying him and plotting to kill him. On the
other side, the colours of the rainbow signify
Jesus holding fast to the promise of God as he
journeyed towards the cross.

who was slain, signifying

“Lord Jesus, Lamb of God. You gave up the
glory of heaven, and brought love to the world,
but the world repaid you by plotting your death.
Although you knew who the betrayer was, you
did not run away; you even walked towards him.
On the cross, your body was broken and your
blood was shed for everyone. Upon the cursed
cross, you chose to sacrifice yourself. Human,
repent!”



3) WESHF GHEBAIF)
The Hand of Pilate (Rev Koh Hwei Yee)
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Rev Koh’s artwork is not solely a painting, but
uses various materials to portray the concept of
the second station of The Stations of the Cross.
The different items used in this artwork conveys
different meanings. BB

Hand: Leaves, from a green leaf to a fallen leaf. '

The green leaf good and
wonderful life for which God created us,
whereas the fallen leaf represents the evil life

represents the

we chose to live instead, which is what Pilate

chose.

Water and basin: Rendered with plastic bags,

_;.'-;f'_,'."-these represent hypocrisy. Washing with water

:;\%“) ‘is wusually linked with holiness, but Pilate

‘washing his hands was not a holy act.

e

..




4) REBRRTFR GrEELIF)

Take Up the Cross for Christ (Rev Wong Tiung Siin)
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Rev Wong used a pencil to draw the seventh
station of The Stations of the Cross, “Jesus falls
the second time”, but there are two people in the
drawing — one is Jesus, and the other is each of
us. Are you willing to take up your cross for
Jesus?

“Dear Lord Jesus, thank you for bearing the
cross for us, and giving up your life as a ransom
for all of us. Thank you for promising that those
of us who labour and are heavy-laden can come
to you, and you will give us rest. In this troubled
times, many are heavy-laden and in darkness; we
pray for the Holy Spirit to free every contrite
heart. Let all repent and turn to you, so that their
lives are transformed and they are freed from
their burdens, they receive peace in their hearts.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen!”

¥
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5) MRS EE (R Z4UF)

Jesus is Placed in the Tomb (Rev Tiong Lee Ying)
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Rev Tiong sprayed paint using a toothbrush to
produce the final station of The Stations of the
Cross, giving the painting an illusion of depth.
In using this spraying technique, she had to wait
for one layer of paint to dry before she could
apply a new layer of colour. The process of
waiting seemed endless, like the three days of
waiting for Jesus’ resurrection, and even more
so like us waiting for the second coming of
Christ. We may feel anxious, restless, and
helpless, especially during this pandemic. In the
painting, Jesus is not alone in the tomb — there is
another person laying Jesus down; that person is
you and I. While waiting for Jesus’ resurrection
(his Second Coming), we should draw close to
our Lord, staying with Him in solitude in the
tomb (in this world).

“Lord, darkness covers me like the shroud of
death, as if there is no light,

But, you promised that you will be resurrected;
All things will be renewed.

Lord, help me, that although in darkness,
I can wait in silence,

Lord, hold me, that although in despair,
I can wait with patience.

I long to see

The resurrection you promised;

I want to receive

The renewal and hope of your resurrection.”



6) FE ($423.43, FEEHKIF)
Paradise (Luke 23:43, Rev Lee En Huey)
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Rev Lee captured one of the ordinary views of
the garden behind her house from this angle.
The three pillars correspond to the three crosses
on Golgotha. The one with the seedling climbing
represents the cross where Jesus hung, and the
rusted iron symbolises the decay of the power of
death. At the very moment Jesus died, new life,
new hope began! This scenery is like Paradise,
and we who belong to Jesus Christ are with him

in Paradise!
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English TEE
Director: Miss Yap Hai Yen

Another “Born-Again” Experience?

Brian Nunis (English TEE MCM Student)

Enrolling myself into STM’s
Master
retirement,

programme  after
has

been one of my life’s best

definitely

decisions. With each passing

module, I have gradually
soaking the

brilliance of the knowledge

been in

nuggets, learning about

who our God is, and who I am to Him. It is
simply amazing, I tell you! Coming from the
Charismatic side of the body of Christ, with a
“moving in the Spirit” inclination, I have been
made to dive deep into the orthodoxy side, and
with each covered module, I was one fathom
deeper. Lo and behold, it had dawned on me, I
was in some kind of a limbo, torn between these
two sides (my Charismatic heritage and my
new-found love for God’s Word), and the tussle
continued.

Early this year, I noticed “Spiritual Formation &
Christian Character” by Pastor Moi Lee was up
for grabs, and wanting a breather from the heavy
modules, I enrolled for it in a last-minute effort.
We (students) were each required to deliver a
15-minute presentation on ‘“Reflection on My
Personal Spiritual Journey.” In preparing my
PowerPoint presentation, I was really surprised
to see how rich my spiritual journey has been,
thus far. Before this,
besides how my life’s big events had shaped my

I never realised that

spiritual formation, the nitty-gritty things too,
added to the important fine-tuning. The marvel
of it all, was realising that throughout my life
thus far, God has been there all the while,
perhaps, behind the scenes, most times. There
have been good measures of joy and sadness,
achievements and failures, falling down
numerous times and getting up, and the list goes
on. I stand in awe of Him! One cannot stop
wondering the Scripture text “who is man that
mindful of him?” (paraphrased).
with  permission all,

presentation was extended beyond the given

You are

Anyway, for my

time.
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Another thing I recall during class, we were

learning about “Lectio Divina”, something
totally alien to me, and seemingly mystical.
From my research, I found out it is a traditional
of

meditation and prayer

monastic  practice scriptural  reading,
intended to promote
the

I was

communion with God and to increase

knowledge of God's word. Anyway,
responding to Pastor Moi Lee’s question of a
given Scriptural text with a typical Seminary
student upbringing, and her immediate response
was, “don’t be evangelical, Brian,” which took
me aback. Oh well, I just ate humble pie, which
was bitter. Then, we were required to prepare a
written Lectio Divina on a given Scriptural text.
While I was apprehensive, wondering how I was
going to fare, I remembered Pastor’s words,
“before you start, pray and rely on the Holy
Spirit.” And so, I began my monastic experience
with John 5:1-14. I kid you not, I was having a
ball the Holy Spirit (in
reverence), being the invalid and having an

of a time with
amazing encounter with Jesus by the pool, and
by His spoken word, I was healed, after thirty-
eight years. Truly, in Pastor Moi Lee’s words, I
will never forget this Scripture text for as long
as I live. It had come alive to me.

At the end of my presentation, I mentioned that
going through this module was like another
“born-again” experience for me. I have come to
that
Orthodoxy sides in the body of Christ, as many

realise there are no Charismatic and
in Christendom make it out to be, and thereby
dichotomising the body. I know that God’s
Spirit and His Word are in sync, and I must now
press on along the rest of my Spiritual journey,
fully dependent God’s
empowerment, His Spirit and His Word, and

on double-barrel
knowing that He will see me through.

All honour and glory to You, my God!



English TEE

My Theological Journey

Josephine Tan (English TEE MCM Student)

Theological studies were not
in my bucket list. I was not
going to be a pastor nor
preacher. It was sufficient to
hear theologies taught in
workshops or seminars. ‘Not
my cup of tea’, I thought. I
forward to

was looking

easing into semi-retirement,
sipping coffee at Starbucks or now that it is
MCO, sipping coffee at my balcony while
watching the sunset. However, as Proverbs 16:9
(KJV) says, “A man's heart deviseth his way:
but the Lord directeth his steps” and He directed
my steps to STM. It is strange when the Lord
‘answers’ a prayer we have not uttered, isn’t it?
Little did I know He was answering the deepest
cry of my heart.

It all started with the occasional STM webinars
(the type where you attend a two-hour lecture
and feel like a theologian already),
addicted to them and I did not know why.
Before long the Lord asked me to pursue a

I got

theological course and long story short, I signed
up for the TEE (MCM) course. That was the
beginning of an eye-opening journey.

I started my first course on Pneumatology and
Anthropology in February 2021. I half dreaded
it, the
regurgitate them for the assignments but nothing
could be further from the truth. We were taught
that theology is alive and is constantly evolving
the of
generation. GOD has to be re-presented because

expecting to memorise texts and

to answer GOD questions each
He is present and relevant and we, the theology

students owe our generation that representation.
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This was followed by the “Spiritual Formation
& Christian Character” module in March. This
course took me on a journey within and forced
me to re-examine the way I have been relating
to my Father. I found out that it was easy to
hide behind the facade of religiosity without
substance and to pretend to be someone I am not
in order to gain acceptance by my peers. Most
of all, this course made me fall in love again
with my Lord Jesus as I learn to spend time with
Him through the various spiritual disciplines.

Then in April, I immersed myself in the study of
“Pastoral Leadership & Ministry” aka how to be
a shepherd. As I have mentioned earlier, I had
zero plans to be a pastor. I took this course
because it was one of the core modules and the
lecturer was my long-time friend, but I sure am
glad I signed up. Through the classes and small
group discussions I saw the grace of our Great
Shepherd, how He loved and led.
inspiring and motivating, almost to the point of

It was

changing my mind about not wanting to be a
pastor!

Now I am a hopeless theology addict — double
confirmed! Every day I talk, think, feel, dream,
breathe and saturate myself with everything
GOD. I then discovered that this has been my
deepest heart-cry: to know GOD and make Him
known. This is my dream life. Maybe it is yours
too.



Tamil TEE

Director: Rev Dr Joseph Deva Komar
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BM TEE

Director: Miss Ho Gaik Kim

A webinar series on “Orang Kristian dan
Pembinaan Negara” was launched on 31 July
2021. We were indeed privileged to have two
distinguished persons to be our panellists.
Professor Dr Jayum Anak Jawan shared on
“Orang Kristian, Politik dan Pembinaan Negara”
while Mr Eugene Yapp spoke on “Tiada yang
Harus Ketinggalan dalam Kesejahteraan Hidup”.
The talks were not only enlightening but also
thought provoking, and elicited many questions
from the participants who wanted to engage
more with the speakers and seek their views on a
number of matters. It certainly was a fruitful
evening.

The Covid-19 situation continues to have an
impact on our TEE programme. Dr Judy Berinai
from Sabah Theological Seminary had to
conduct her course on “Mentoring Rohani dan
Pastoral” (19-21, 23 August)
Rev Daniel Ng’s course on “Kajian Alkitab
Induktif” in Kampar (6-8 and 13-15 August) had
to be postponed to next year. Online classes are

online while

difficult for many of our Orang Asal students
because of poor internet access and lack of
resources. It is our hope that the situation will
be better next year so that physical classes can
be conducted, especially for our students in
Kampar.

BM TEE Programme

For more information, please email to ramburaat@stm?2.edu.my or visit STM
website https://stm.edu.my/bm/

VESETRTTEOTY w

‘We welcome the following staff to join STM Community serving in their respective positions:




We thank the Lord for His goodness and faithfulness towards STM.

Our God is good and He is One who provides, Jehovah Jireh. He has provided STM
with:
e Dedicated Church Members, Council Members, and Sub-Committee Members
Faithful Friends & Partners
Supportive Sponsors
Generous Donors
Diligent Faculty & Staff
Valuable Students

While we live in times of many uncertainties due to Covid-19, we hold on to our God
who has not forsaken and abandon us for He loves us with an everlasting love
(Jeremiah 31:3).

Let us continue to look to Him who supplies ALL our needs according to His riches in
glory by Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19).

¢ /- Condolences &%

It

= S
W =

Fﬁ e, To the famlly of the late Rev Lim Seng Heng,

}R}W the STM alumnus, who went home to be with the

E‘;- Lord on 6 July 2021. -

- To the family of the late Pastor Augustin
..l.-lb. - EE
g . Gnanamani a/l L Arul Packiam, the STM alumnus,
" who went home to be with the Lord on 22 August 2021.

d
T

&3
sy To the family of the late Rev Andrew Samuel Labo,
= ! the STM alumnus, who went home to be with the Lord
= fa
e on 1 September 2021.

: To our alumnus Alfred Damu and family, whose mother
Mdm Nisi Anak Nyuin went home to be with the Lord
on 27 August 2021.
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Church #%2/ Organization ##3/ Tan Sri FHHE/ Datuk 28/ Datin 257/ Bishop 28/ Rev #/ii/ Dr &1t/
Mr 54/ Mrs & A/ Madam %1/ Ms /)\iB/ Others Efth:

Address Hfiiit:

Tel BIE: HIP F#: Email FBHP:
Preferred Language EIiZiES: English 3z

Church Name & &1

Donations 15t
Type of Donor EERE L5
STM Friend (Individual pledging RM300 or

more annually)
STM & (PAZFEINMELPRM3003 L L)

STM Partner (Church or Organization Pledging
RM1000 or more annually)

STM Ik # (=X B FEIABELPRM10005
L E)

Others (please specify)
Hith (3FFEA):

Type of Donation 8EAZE3:
General Fund &% %
Library Fund Bl BEEE
BM Program Funds Z3R3RIEEE
Faculty Development Fund &2 BES
Centre of Religion and Society (CRS) Fund
THESHEROEE
Centre for Biblical Engagement (CBE) Fund
EZMRPOES
Centre for Christian Spiritual (CCS) Fund
BEE#REBMIPOES
Centre For Missions and Evangelism (CME)
BEHSHEROES
Centre for Christian Worship Fund
BEEBEHEFPOES

Name F#&: Seminari Theoloji Malaysia
Bank $R1T: RHB Bank Berhad

(Swift code: RHBBMYKL)
Account No FO5H5: 2-14389-0006441-9

Purpose BHY:

General Fund &% %

Library Fund B HEEE

BM Program XX iRiEEE

Student Scholarship 4R &

Chair for specific Studies $EHRES

(The endowing amount needs to be minimum

RM1 Million or more JABREENZE /1005 <L F A L)

Bank Details R{T&#:
Name F#: Seminari Theoloji Malaysia
Bank $817: RHB Bank Berhad

(Swift code: RHBBMYKL)
Account No P 0543: 2-14389-0006088-0

Bank Details R1T&¥H
Name F#&: Seminari Theoloji Malaysia
Bank $847: RHB Bank Berhad

(Swift code: RHBBMYKL)
Account No P OS#: 2-14389-0006440-0

I~

EI-
"
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